
SPANISH COSMETIC LEGISLATION 

 
The first reference to the Cosmetic Regulation in Spain was 

found in the Law of Bases of Health of 1944, in its base 

XVI, cosmetic products are mentioned. The Spanish Food Code 

of 1967 established some of the characteristics that 

cosmetics should possess in section 5.38.02.  

 

The first Decree of Cosmetic Regulation was published in 

1968, Decree 3339/1968, of December 26th, but it was soon 

completely overcome by the great advances made in the 

scientific and technical knowledgement of cosmetic 

products; therefore, to improve the policy of protection of 

consumer health, it was necessary to update the legislation 

on cosmetic products. 

 

On the other hand, the access of Spain to the European 

Economic Community requires the harmonization of the 

Spanish legislation on cosmetics with the Framework 

Directive of the Council 76/768, and its subsequent 

amendments (Council Directives 79/661, 82/368, 83 / 574), 

which refer to the approximation of the legislative, 

regulatory and administrative provisions relating to the 

competition, labeling and packaging of cosmetic products, 

as well as the adaptations of their annexes to technical 

progress (Commission Directives 82/147, 83/191, 83/341, 

83/496, 84/415, 85/391, 86/179 and 86/199), Community 

legislation that is included in this Royal Decree, 

incorporating it in this way to the Legal Order of our 

country . 

 

In 1988, the process of incorporation of the acquis 

communautaire of cosmetic products began in Spain. The free 

circulation of these products in the European single market 

became a reality in our country, eliminating the previous 

administrative interventionism and guaranteeing the health 

and safety of consumers and users through the establishment 

of a series of technical limitations in the composition of 

cosmetics, as well as the information that should be made 

available to the authorities and the general public. With 

Royal Decree 1599/1997 of October 17th, it is intended to 

collect all the regulations on cosmetic products, 

constituted by Royal Decrees 349/1988, of April 15th; 

475/1991, of April 5th, and 1415/1995, of August 4th, and 

fifteen Ministerial Orders and, at the same time, transpose 

Directive 93/35 / CEE, of the Council, of June 14th, which 

modifies by sixth Council Directive 76/768 / EEC on the 

approximation of the provisions of the Member States' 



legislation on cosmetic products, as well as Commission 

Directives 95/17 / EC, on the exclusion of one or more 

ingredients from the list provided for the labeling of 

cosmetic products, and 97/18 / EC, which postpones the date 

from which animal experiments for ingredients or 

combinations of ingredients for cosmetic products are 

prohibited. 

In 2004, Royal Decree 2131/2004, of October 29th, modifies 

RD 1599/1997, in its article 15, "Labeling", to transpose 

the provisions of Directive 2003/15 / EC regarding the 

period of use of the cosmetic products after its opening, 

as well as Commission Directive 2003/80 / EC of 5th 

September 2003. 

 

In 2005, Royal Decree 209/2005, of February 25th, 

transposes Directive 2003/15 / EC of the European 

Parliament and of the Council, of February 27th, 2003 

(LCEur 2003, 602), by which the Framework Directive is 

modified, establishing important innovations in the 

regulation of cosmetic products, which obliges to carry out 

its transposition by this Royal Decree that, in turn, 

modifies Royal Decree 1599/1997, of 17th October. One of 

the novelties introduced by the aforementioned Directive is 

the obligation to systematically use alternative methods to 

animal experimentation for the evaluation of the safety of 

cosmetic products or their ingredients or combinations of 

ingredients. 

 

In 2010, Royal Decree 944/2010, of June 23rd, amended RD 

1599/1997, to adapt it to Regulation (EC) No. 1272/2008, of 

the European Parliament and of the Council, of December 

16th, 2008 on classification, labeling and packaging of 

substances and mixtures. 

From the existence of the framework regulation (CE) nº 

1223/2009, this is the rule of a greatest rank in Spain 

with its later modifications, to transpose to the Spanish 

legislation the proposals of the Commission and the 

opinions of the Economic and Social European Committee. 

Subsequently and until September of this same year (2017), 

the following Regulations of the Commission have been 

adopted, by which the annexes to Regulation (EC) No. 

1223/2009 are modified. 

 


